
Library Resources for AJ/ Paralegal Studies 

Databases  

Nexis Uni 

Nexis Uni™ features more than 15,000 news, business and legal sources from LexisNexis® - includ-

ing U.S. Supreme Court decisions dating back to 1790. 

Academic Search Complete (through EBSCOhost) 

Full-text coverage in Biology, Chemistry, Engineering, Physics, Psychology, Religion & Theology, 

and more subjects; abstract & indexed journals; full text journals. 

JSTOR 

Over 1,000 academic journals and other scholarly content assist scholars, researchers, and students to dis-

cover, use, and build upon a wide range of content, including law, the humanities, math and statistics . 

Reference Books (1st Floor behind Ref. Desk) 

United States Code Annotated 

Call Number: REF KF62 1927 .W45 

Shepard's United States Citations  

Call Number: REF KF101.2 .S54 

Deering’s Annotated California Codes  

Call Number: REF KFC30.5.D4 Z6 

 

West’s California Reporter (3rd series)  

Call Number: REF KFC48 .A33 

West's California jurisprudence 3d (CalJur)  

Call Number: REF KFC80 .C29 

STATE LAW, STATUTES AND CODES  FEDERAL LAW, STATUTES AND CODES 

West's Supreme Court reporter 

Call Number: REF KF101 .S9 



Cases are published in reporters. A case citation is generally made up of the following parts: 

 the names of the parties involved in the lawsuit 
 the volume number of the reporter containing the full text of the case 
 the abbreviated name of that case reporter 
 the page number on which the case begins the year the case was decided; and sometimes 
 the name of the court deciding the case. 
Below is an example of a case citation: 

Hebb v. Severson, 201 P.2d 156 (Wash. 1948). 

In this example, Hebb and Severson are the parties in the case. The case can be found in volume 201 of 

the Pacific Reporter, Second Series beginning on page 156. The case was decided by the Washington 

State Supreme Court in 1948. 

Unlike case law which is made by judges in specific court cases, statutory law is made by the federal 
and state legislative branches of the government. Statutory law is published in codes. The United 
States Code contains statutes that have been passed by Congress. In addition, every state publishes 
its own statutory code. Citation format for statutes varies widely across the state and federal systems, 
however, there are similarities. 

A federal statutory citation generally contains the following elements: 

 the title or chapter number of the code 

 the abbreviated name of the code 

 the section or part number of the title or chapter; and 

 the year of the code 
Below is an example of a United States Code citation: 

42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2006). 

In this citation 42 is the Title of the Code where this statute can be found. U.S.C. is the abbreviation for 

the United States Code. § is the section symbol. 1983 is the section of title 42 of the code where the 

statute can be found. 2006 is the year of the code. 

Reading Legal Citations 

Reading a Case Citation 

Reading a Statutory Citation 

From the BYU Howard W. Hunter Law Library 

http://lawlibguides.byu.edu/c.php?g=315332&p=2106921

